Heart of Borneo – My Home, My Island, My Future

Comprehension Questions – O-level style – Set 2

Answer all questions.  Use information from the paragraphs indicated

Page 7  from paragraph 1 

1. What is the meaning of “infertile” in this sentence?

2. Which two-word phrase tells of the source of plant growth in the forest?

3. In your own words state why nothing grows on Borneo land if it is scraped clean of plants by a bulldozer.
Page 7  from paragraph 2 

4. Are forest animals usually easy to find? Write down the phrase that tells you.

5. How is the animals’ migration affected by people cutting down the forest trees?

6. Why do the animals keep moving from place to place in the forest?

Page 7  from paragraph 3 

7. Which ONE of the following is not mentioned in the paragraph?

a. Some animals eat other animals or plants.

b. Some animals or birds help spread plant seeds.

c. People provide services to the plants and animals.

d. Animal and plant wastes are re-used in some way.

e. Some insects may protect plants while the plants help to protect them.

Page 8  from paragraph 1.  

8. Give another word for “disrupted”.

Page 8  from paragraph 2 

9. What do the families in the forest know that people in the cities do not?

Page 8  from paragraph 3 to end of page 

10. In what way do you think “untouched forest” can help tourism?

11. What is it about the people living in the forest that may interest tourists?

12. If you live in the city and learn about the forest and its peoples, how could this help you to “build yourself a future”?

Page 10  from paragraph 2 

13. Palm oil provides 23% of the world production of what? (Two words needed.)

14. What statistic shows us that palm oil is an important product for Malaysia and Indonesia?

Page 10  from paragraph 3 

15. Three good reasons are given for the development of a timber industry. In your own 
words state why a tree growing industry is not well developed in Borneo.

Page 10  from paragraph 4 

16. State three ways in which money can still be made from the forests areas which are protected.
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